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Excerpt: . CHAPTER Ill. Characteristics Of Ccdworth s
Philosophy. Section I. Cudworth s Platonism. CUDWORTH is
usually designated the Cambridge Platonist. There can be no
question that he tried to read as much of the philosophy of
Christianity into the words of Plato as a fair rendering and
interpretation would allow. It was Cudworth s purpose to show
how close to the philosophy of revelation the best thought of
the ancient world approached. He has been criticised most
largely on the score that he saw more in the words of Plato
than the classical commentators of his day could discern.
Cudworth s age was not a time when a reconciliation of
paganism and Christianity was looked upon with favor.
Consequently, all attempts by our author to identify the
Christian Trinity with the Platonic triplicity were regarded with
suspicion, and largely on this account did he...
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