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Excerpt: . as his escape was known, thousands of his friends
flocked around him. The Duke of Alencon was not a little
troubled at the escape of the King of Navarre, for he was well
aware that the authority he had acquired among the
Protestants would be lost by the presence of one so much his
superior in every respect, and so much more entitled to the
confidence of the Protestants. Thus the two princes remained
separate, but ready, in case of emergence, to unite their forces,
which nowamounted to fifty thousand men. Henry of Navarre
soon established his head-quarters on the banks of the Loire,
where every day fresh parties of Protestants were joining his
standard. Henry III., with no energy of character, despised by
his subjects, and without either money or armies, seemed to be
now entirely at the mercy of the confederate princes....
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