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12th February, 1844 Each colony had its peculiar spirit - weaved its own web of life - felt an indistinct
consciousness that it was moving forward to some vast purpose, but as with prophecy, the event alone could
give this consciousness form and feature. And for the consummation of that event, preparing as it had been for
ages, men had to wait, until God s ways - with whom a thousand years are as one day - had worked to their
result. No wonder that they did not see it; for it is ever God s plan to use nations, as well as individuals, for the
perfecting of his purposes, and while pursuing their schemes of ambition and their dreams of gain and their
notions of policy - pursuing them, too, with a consciousness of the most unrestrained liberty - to mould their
feelings, their thoughts, their movements, in such wise, as to guide them inevitably to the final cause of their
creation. While all this movement of the Old World upon the New was in progress and an unwonted excitement
had taken hold of peoples and nations, no one, I say, grasped the important truth that the New World was the
theatre which God had kept hidden from mankind, while the elements of a more perfect civilization than any
the world had seen were gathering for its blessing. While they supposed that they were merely transferring to a
new soil ancient modes of thought and feeling, they were really,...
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