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illustrated. 1877. Excerpt: . . . Muscovite eagle to Adrianople, where a most humiliating peace was concluded on
the 28th August, 1829. But this victory was more attributable to diplomatic skill than to military success, for the
Turks were deceived as to the military force under Diebitsch. All told, his effective force did not exceed 17, 000
bayonets, which was still further reduced by disease--a fact which explains the boasted generosity of Russia in
not prosecuting her benevolent mission to Constantinople. But what she failed to accomplish by the honors of
war, she almost secured by the blandishments of peace. By the Treaty of Adrianople Russia added to her
treasury, 11, 500, 000, Dutch ducats, and secured the right to interfere in the affairs of Moldavia and Wallachia,
thus punishing the villainous Turk for having the presumption to defend his own territory. She further acquired
the whole eastern coast of the Black Sea, the islands at the mouth of the Danube, and two important fortresses;
opened the Balkans to her armies, blockaded the Dardanelles, encouraged the conquest of Syria by Ibrahim
Pacha, and the invasion of Asia Minor; and would have turned Constantinople into a Slavonic city, but the Duke
of Wellington, and afterwards the allies in 1840, stopped the nefarious game when the stakes were being seized.
By a second treaty--that of Unkiar Skelessi--she made herself, and not Turkey, the custodian of the Bosphorus,
binding the Sultan to exclude at her demand the war ships of all nations but her...
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