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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Publications of the Thoresby Society, Vol. 16:
Established in the Year MDCCCLXXXIX In issuing to members of the Thoresby Society this, the sixteenth volume
of the Society s Publications, the Council brings to its completion a work which has involved a large amount of
labour and research on the part of its co-authors, Mr. W. H. St. John Hope, M.A., and Mr. John Bilson, F.S.A., and
which summarizes the matured opinions of these two gentlemen. It is confidently believed that this volume will
be the standard work on the architecture not only of Kirkstall Abbey, but of early Cistercian monastic buildings
generally. The plan of the book, which consists of two separate papers, for which Mr. Hope and Mr. Bilson are
severally responsible, is justified by a twofold consideration. Firstly that our two authors, each of unchallenged
eminence both in archaeology and in conventual architecture, have approached the subject from different
points of view. Mr. Hopes paper, beginning with a brief sketch of the History of the Abbey from its foundation by
Henry de Lacy down to the present day, is devoted mainly to a detailed description of its architecture, showing
how it grew from the humble offices which were sufficient for the little pioneer company of monks from
Fountains in 1152 to the magnificent pile which was surrendered to King Henry in 1539. The readers intelligent
interest in this survey will be, chronologically, greatly strengthened by a study of the excellent coloured plan of
the Abbey buildings which has been provided, in which the different colours represent the various periods. Mr.
Bilson approaches his subject from a different side, and with a wider...
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