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University of Hawai i Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. During the Tang dynasty, the imperial capital of Chang an (present-day Xi an) was
unrivaled in its monumental scale, with about one million inhabitants dwelling within its walls. It was there that
one of the most enduring cultural and political institutions of the empire--the civil service examinations--took
shape, bringing an unprecedented influx of literati men to the city seeking recognition and official status by
demonstrating their literary talent. To these examination candidates, Chang an was a megalopolis, career
launch pad, and most importantly, cultural paradigm. As a multifaceted lived space, it captured the
imaginations of Tang writers, shaped their future aspirations, and left discernible traces in the writings of this
period. City of Marvel and Transformation brings this cityscape to life together with the mindscape of its
sojourner-writers. By analyzing narratives of experience with a distinctive metropolitan consciousness, it
retrieves lost connections between senses of the self and a sense of place. Each chapter takes up one of the
powerful shaping forces of Chang an: its siren call as a destination; the unforeseen nooks and crannies of its
urban space; its potential as a media machine to broadcast images and reputations; its demimonde--a city
within a city where both literary culture and commerce took center stage. Without being limited to any single
genre, specific movement, or individual author, the texts examined in this book highlight aspects of Chang an
as a shared and contested space in the collective imagination. They bring to our attention a newly emerged
interval of social, existential, and geographical mobility in the lives of educated men, who as aspirants and
routine capital-bound travelers learned to negotiate urban space. Both literary study and cultural history,...
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