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few years, several of the States, awakened to a just sense of the value of their legislative records, and archives,
as indispensable to an accurate knowledge of our institutions, their origin and developement, safeguards and
dangers, have adopted means for their collection and publication. The voluminous collections of New York,
edited with distinguished judgment and learning, are of national importance; Connecticut emulates the great
example; Rhode Island publishes her proud annals, enriched with illustrative contemporary documents;
Massachusetts presents a rigid copy of her Colonial records, in the costliest style of typographic art; and Maine
yields to the noble impulse, by judicious aid to her Historical Society. By this beneficent act of the State, we have
a collection of original documents, touching one of the most interesting portions of our territory, of of which
Ancient Pemaquid was, in fact, the Capital. | have not attempted a town history a task said to be already taken
in hand by Mr. Johnston, a faithful son of Pemaquid, but rather a general review, dwelling on the more salient
points, illustrating our ante-colonial history, on the nature, and design of her settlements, the political and
social theories tested by them, and the relations of the Colonists, to the French Papists and their Indian allies on
the North and East, and to the Puritans on the South; the effects of European politics, reaching even these
distant and obscure hamlets, and on the position of Pemaquid, the Capital of the East, as the great outwork of
Protestantism, at whose base surged the waves of savage passion, stirred by Jesuit intrigue and brutality. About
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