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11 system. These individuals arent the only ones with stories to tell. There are tens of thousands of veterans just
like them, nationwide. Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, if you or a member of your family were ill
and in need of health care, would you find it acceptable to wait 6 months to a year for a primary care
appointment How would you feel if you were eligible to enroll as a result of your honorable military service, but
were prohibited from enrolling because you earned more than 29, 000 a year or lived in the wrong geo-graphic
area. DEMAND VS FUNDING Recently the Presidents Task Force to Improve Health Care Delivery to Our Na-tions
Veterans ( PTF ) issued its final report. Among the many areas discussed in that report, one issue stands out -
the current mismatch between demand for timely access to care and Federal funding throughout the VA health
care system. Not only does this crisis prohibit meaningful collaboration between VA and the Department of
Defense ( DoD ), but it also causes uncertainty about VAs ability to fulfill its four primary missions. The PTF
recommended full funding of VA to care for all enrolled Priority Group 1 - 7 veterans. However, the best
recommendation the PTF could reach to address Priority Group 8 veterans was for the President and Congress
to study and resolve the mismatch problem. This was the only recommendation...
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