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Toward the Future: Hearing Before the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, One Hundred Third
Congress, on Examining the National Drug Control Policy, Focusing on Law Enforcement, Drug Treatment and
Prevention Programs, April 29, 1993 U.S. Senate, Committee on the Judiciary, Washington, DC. The committee
met, pursuant to notice, at 10:22 a.m., in room Sd-226, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Joseph R.Biden, Jr.
(chairman of the committee) presiding. Also present: Senators Metzenbaum, Feinstein, Moseley-Braun, Hatch,
Grassley, Specter, and Pressler. Opening Statement Of Hon. Joseph R.Biden, Jr., A U.S. Senator From The State
Of Delaware The Chairman. The hearing will come to order. Today we are beginning the first of what will be a
series of hearings on our national drug strategy, and today | am releasing the fourth annual Comprehensive
National Drug Strategy, which in years past was referred to as an alternative strategy. This year s strategy
shares the primary goal of all others, and that is gaining control of the drug epidemic. At the same time, this
years strategy stands apart from those offered in the past. Quite simply, we face a unique moment of
opportunity in two respects. First, 4 years into the fight the Nation has some hard lessons about what works and
what does not in determining how to deal with deterring drug addiction and drug-related crime. Second, with a
new President we hopefully will have very shortly a new drug Director, a man who | think most of us would
conclude is a first-rate, serious player. The time is ripe to take advantage of the lessons we have learned...
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